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iass The phrase "middle-of-the-road" was used to describe
those Populists "who voted for Watson and were in favor of
maintaining their own organization without alliance or fusion
with any other party". McKee in his National Conventions
and Platforms of All Political Parties 17-39 to 1900 states that
it is "taken from the adjuration of Milton Park, of Texas,
who led the bolt, to 'Keep in the middle of the road' " at the
Populist convention in St. Louis in 1896. It was used at least
as early as 1892 as is shown by the following campaign verses
printed in the Rocky Mountain News of Denver:

Side tracks are rough, and they're hard to walk,

Keep in the middle of the road;
Though we haven't got time to stop and talk

We keep in the middle of the road.
Turn your backs on the goldbug men,
And yell for silver now and then;
If you want to beat Grover, also Ben,

Just stick to the middle of the road.

Don't answer the call of goldbug tools,

But keep in the middle of the road;
Prove that the West wasn't settled by fools,

And keep in the middle of the road.
They've woven their plots, and woven them ill,